The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war;” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War I, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.

Notes

a é % !;4011 Fovr your

; ! Signature 'i




[\t*b‘titt\i-n;qo:tavl):m

78 SIS ke

d

A ; >4
PAAAABRAAIAALBAARARIARRIARIAIIIAIADN

!
< e § t_, ~

¢ |

3 {

g iy
-.\‘ p
b ¢
ﬂ % s
! 3 3
§ ¢
* t
& €
[ &
{ €
# <
S L
-\( €

{

i «
3 -
€
€
1 3
i A ¢
2 i g 3
m £ €
R { E €
_”'""“‘"l‘“5“"""li“l‘.‘““‘l‘l”""1"““‘ KLt LCLCe e



The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to Americas
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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Untitled

Brig. Gen. McGee,
Attention CCG-Military
1001 Rogers Street
Columbia, MO 65216.

Brig. Gen. McGee, Sir, A note of thanks for your amazing service to OUR
country during World War 2. Your courage and the courage of the other
pilots of the Tuskegee Airman certainly contributed to the worldwide
victory over fascism of the time. Thanks for flying the P-51B Mustang as
in “Red Tails” so successfully.

Respectfully,

Jeff Faye, Sr.

Monitor Columbia College
Illinois
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The African American Experience during World War I1

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Womens Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War 11

During World War I, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defens
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to Americ:
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recu:
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense prograr
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effec
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflic
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grapplec
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital rol
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer cor]
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wor
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which wa
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrat
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrz
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ev:
achieved.
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November 11, 2020
Dear General McGee,

| had the pleasure of introducing you to large crowds at the annual Columbia (MO)
Memorial Day Courthouse Ceremony more than fifteen times. You shared the podium at
those events with a wide variety of American heroes that included Doolittle Raider,
Travis Hoover, Medal of Honor recipient, Mike Novosel, Vietnam War ace, Chuck
DeBellevue and many others. As | read those heroic bios each year, yours always stood
out. You overcame so much adversity just to get into an aircraft cockpit in the 1940s as
a Tuskegee Airman. You distinguished yourself in combat on countless missions and in
three wars. Your contribution to our nation’s security is without equal. But what always
set you apart in my eyes from all the other distinguished guests | introduced was not
your monumental achievements, but your humble demeanor. You always made time to
greet and speak to every man, woman or child who approached you. That quality is not
always present in those who have achieved so much.

It has been an honor to cross paths with you so many times and | wish you the very
best.

Eric R. Cunningham
LTC, USA (Retired)



Boone, Robert

T T e
From: Adrian Heinrich <achO1@optusnet.com.au>
Sent: Wednesday, November 4, 2020 6:00 PM
To: Boone, Robert
Subject: Brigadier General Retired Charles E. McGee Veterans House Dedication
CAUTION!:
Dear Sir,

I had the honour of meeting Brigadier General McGee at the Oshkosh AirVenture in 2018 and have a personally signed
memento card, we had a great discussion at the Rise Above display in which | mentioned my father’s Royal Australian
Air Force (RAAF) service during WW2 when he was a pilot attached to the Royal Air Force Bomber Command and flew
Handley Page Halifax bombers on many bombing missions over Germany and other occupied territory managing to bring
his aircraft home after all missions.

Please pass on my best wishes to this fine gentleman, | will never forget our meeting and the achievements of the Red
Tail airmen.

Best regards,
Adrian Heinrich

Melbourne, AUSTRALIA

% Virus-free. www.avast.com



1 consider it one of the highest honors of my life fo honor my dearesf
friend, ex-boss al Richards Gebaur AFB, when he was the Wing
Commander af Richards Gebaur AFB, Mo.; an Irrefulable American
fero and Palriol desfined fo be hisforically remembered. ; commiffed
Chrisfian with his dearesf wife Frances, who I have heard both singing
praises fo the almighly God in a Church Choir. I know General Charles
Edward McGee. nof necessarily by his aerial accomplishmenis as a
combal fighler pilof in three wars,, buf by his signafure personalify of
humilify , modesly and his loyally as a Friend of mine for almosf 50
years.

C?Z{; H é‘:ja/m‘
_HACK H. ADAMS, LT COLUSAF(RET) SES(RET)



The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War II

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man's war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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The African American Experience during World War I1

During World War II, African Americans made tremendous sacrifices in an effort to trade military service and
wartime support for measurable civil rights gains. As never before, local black communities throughout the nation
participated in wartime programs. In particular, black colleges and universities made vital contributions to the defense
program and on a state level directed training facilities and organized the African American war effort. The wartime
contributions of institutions such as Tuskegee Institute reflected the black community’s desire to contribute to America’s
victory overseas while improving African American social and economic opportunities.

As America mobilized for World War II, African Americans found themselves in a familiar position. The recur-
rent debate about whether to support the United States during military conflicts once more occupied black newspaper
columns and political assemblies. Though a number of African American political organizations replied that this was
the “white man’s war,” the majority of black newspapers and political leaders reminded the black community that they
were “Americans” first and Negroes second. Though black leaders worked to create enthusiasm for the defense program
and war effort, violence against and mistreatment of African American civilians in the war industry had a potent effect
on the attitudes of many African American servicemen. While the War Department downplayed military race conflicts,
black leaders and the press politicized each incident. African Americans throughout the nation responded to news of
racial violence and discrimination with a sense of despair and reluctance. As late as 1944, African Americans grappled
with serving in the U.S. military while experiencing racism and discrimination in civilian society. In particular, black
soldiers often asked themselves what were they fighting for and what could they expect from their sacrifices. Despite
serving the country in segregated units as second-class citizens, African American military personnel played a vital role
in World War II. At the height of army inductions, African Americans composed more than 700,000 soldiers. They
served in the infantry, coast and field artillery, cavalry, tank battalions, transportation units, signal corps, engineer corps,
and medical corps. African American women also played a significant role. In 1942 they gained admission to the Wom-
en Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES) and the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), which was
later converted to the Women's Army Corps (WAC).

In 1945, African American civilians and soldiers were routinely attacked, even murdered by white southern-
ers and law enforcement officers throughout the South. Racial incidents and violence shortly after the war had ended
illustrates that white southerners had no respect for African American servicemen and indeed intended to demonstrate
their commitment to racial discrimination and white supremacy. Despite the irony of serving in a segregated military
as second-class citizens, African American leaders achieved many political victories while men and women demonstrat-
ed patriotism and sacrifice in the war against totalitarianism and fascism. Moreover, the contributions of the Tuskegee
Airmen such as Charles McGee and the hundreds of African American officers who received military training at Black
Colleges not only increased the popularity of military training units among African Americans and racial minorities,
serving in the armed forces became more than a way of life; it afforded them new opportunities that few blacks had ever
achieved.
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HONORING BRIG. GEN. MCGEE’'S MEMORY

One of Columbia College’s greatest
alumni and a true national treasure,
retired Air Force Brig. Gen. Charles E.
McGee passed away peacefully on
Sunday, January 16 at the age of 102.
He lived a life of dedicated service

to the U.S. Air Force, the Boy Scouts
and the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity
among many other organizations.
Born in 1919, he became a Tuskegee
Airman in World War Il. The Airmen
were the first African Americans to fly
in combat.

At the time of his retirement, McGee
held the Air Force’s fighter combat
records with 409 missions and 1,151
combat hours. He served in World
War I, and the Korean and Vietnam
Wars.

In his extraordinary career, McGee
also commanded a fighter

squadron in the Philippines and a
reconnaissance squadron at now-
defunct Richards-Gebaur Air Force
Base just south of Kansas City. In 2021,
the Kansas City Charles B. Wheeler

Downtown Airport renamed one of
its terminals in his honor.

Its new name is the Charles E. McGee
General Aviation Terminal. McGee was
president of the Tuskegee Airmen Inc.
from 1983-85 and again from 1998-
2002, focusing on education, aviation
and space careers for minorities.

In 2007, President George W. Bush
awarded McGee the Congressional
Gold Medal, the nation’s highest civilian
award, and in 2020 was promoted to
brigadier general by President Trump.



The Brig. Gen. Charles E. McGee Scholarship was established in 2010 by
Gen. McGee and is given annually to help qualified veteran students
achieve their educational goals. Each year, the awards recognize
students who embody the spirit and courage of Brig. Gen. McGee
and supports their pursuits of earning a degree.

Scan this code or got
my.ccis.edu/mcgee
share a memory, send
message to Gen. McG
family, or donate to'th

Bl’igﬂ dl of Genel‘al Brig. Gen. Charles E.

McGee Scholarship

Charles E. MCGee HOUSQ the Brig. Gen. Charle

T McGee House.
OnkeyFamly Veterans Service Center

S muk ¥ Lk st

The Brig. Gen. Charles E. McGee House is home to the Ousley Family Veterans Service Center and serves as a
one-stop shop for the military'student community. The center provides social-gathering space that affords
our veterans and military students room to talk, study, watch TV and relax.
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